Parents will enjoy

By Karyn mna:_m::

Correspondent for The Capital Times

The tale of two Ojibwe children
lost in the Wisconsin.woods as

winter sets in couldn’t begin any -

more dramatically. :

Their father is dead from small-
J0x brought to North America by

Zfuropean fur traders, and their

nother is ill. As she stumbles away

Tom her children, she warns them .

10t to come any closer, and orders
hem to run north through the
voods where they’ll find relatives
‘0 stay with.

Knowing she’ll never see her
nother again, 13-year-old Autumn
Jawn Shines on a Leaf grabs her
j-year-old brother, Coyote Boy,
ind obediently flees. Soon after-
vard, they find their mother’s sis-
er dead from the same disease and
hey're left to wander in the forest
one, still heading north in hopes
f running into a friendly Indian
:ncampment.

Appropriately simple in its writ-
ng for a target audience of 8- to
.2-year-olds, “Time of the Eagle: A
story of an Ojibwe Winter” is none-
heless riveting enough from start
o finish that adults will find it hard
0 put down. And at just 115
rages, it should be a quick read
wven for young readers.

The heroine is not always brave,
breaking down one night after
dreaming her brother has died.

“Autumn Dawn startled herself.

awake. Coyote Boy was still folded
in her own arms, not the river’s.
Autumn Dawn pulled him closer
and for the first time allowed her-
self to weep. The feeling of help-
lessness from her dream seeped
into her very bones. They would
not survive. Her brother would
starve or freeze, as would she
eventually.”
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Lowden, a Madison resident and
Wisconsin Historical Museum do-
cent who is not of American Indian
heritage (her Indian-sounding
name is actually Scottish), spent
many years researching this, her
second book. Her efforts have
earned it the endorsement of -the
Intertribal Editorial Board of the
Council for Indian Education,
which ruled that it is historically
appropriate for use in schools.
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While it gives young readers a
taste of the fur trade and related
Upper Midwest history of the
1700s, there’'s a mystic angle to
the story as well. As the children
wander through the forest, they
continually encounter an eagle that
seems to be telling them to keep
moving north, rather than settle
where they are. I couldn’t help but
think the parents of Autumn Dawn

_ Shines on a Leaf would have been

more practical, teaching her to
stay put in a warm shelter Hmnrmﬂ
than drag her small brother out in
a blizzard because an eagle seemed
to be telling them to get up and go.
Would they really have taught her
to have such blind faith, flying in
the face of common sense?

‘“Time of the Eagle”
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Time of =_m mmm_m“ A
Story of an Ojibwe

Winter
By Stephanie Golightly
Lowden
Blue Horse Books
115 pages, $12

Stephanie Golighti
Lowden will sign cop
of “Time of the Eagle”

11 a.m. Saturday at

Prairie Book Shop, 117 E.
-~ Main, Mount Horeb.
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But, on a simple level, the over-
analysis aside, the children’s deci-
sion to follow a bird into the
unknown speaks to following your
heart, your gut, or God if you're
religious, even if what your gut is
telling you makes no sense at the

moment. When you come to the

end of your journey, the reasons
become clear.

The book includes a historical

note from the author on the devas-

tating illnesses like smallpox
brought to American Indians in the
early days of European settlement.
It also has a glossary of Indian
terms used in the story, a bibliog-
raphy and a note to educators.
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